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Section One:  PASTOR 
 

Pastoral Epistle 
Light and Darkness 

 

These are two of our strongest experiences.  
Even in our day, with light as available as the 
flip of a switch, when the power is out we 
recall what darkness means: difficulty, 
uncertainty, fear, even danger.  Likewise, the 
coming of lightÑ whether by dawn or the 
repairs of the linemanÑ brings relief and 
thanksgiving, ease and warmth and hope. 
 

The Bible, like all literature, uses these two strong experiences 
of ours to tell us great truths.  Christ is lightÑ we believers all 
know this.  We try to think about what our lives would be like 
without Christ and we cannot imagine itÑ any more than we 
could imagine being born blind, or living in a world without 
light.  Christlessness is darknessÑ hopeless dire.  Oddly, those 
without Christ, who have not had the experience of light, do 
not recognize the darkness they inhabit.   
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In Advent, like in Lent, we turn our attention for a few weeks 
away from the light, deliberately to remember the darkness we 
have been rescued from, as if we are waiting for it to come.  
And in a sense we are; in Advent we recall that the Church is a 
waiting people.  Christ will come again, so we wait for him to 
return in power and glory to bring His wonderful kingdom of 
peace and love and joy.  Amen! Come, Lord Jesus!  To help us 
in our waiting, we recall how GodÕs people of old, the Jews, 
waited for the first coming of Jesus.  With yearning standing on 
tiptoe, they stared into the future, praying the Lord to send their 
Savior. 
 

So as daylight drains away from us in this next month, and the 
darkness and cold seem to be conquering, we will begin our 
worship in darkness.  For just as we know that come Christmas 
the sun will already be starting back toward our northern lands, 
slowly but inevitably bringing the light and heat and growth of 
summer, we know that the spiritual darkness of this world of 
sinÑ and even the doubt and sin that still lingers in our soulsÑ
will just as inevitably be over come by God Òwho is light, and 
in Him is no darkness at allÓ and by His Christ.   
 

And when Christmas comes, we will see that Christ comes not 
in the easy days of summer, but Òdeepest dark of winterÓ to 
show that He is the Light that overcomes the darkness. 
 

To help us to wait like the Christians, we will have Advent 
Vespers on Wednesdays, December 7, 14 and 21, from 5:30 - 
5:55 PM at Mt. Morris. 
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Section Two:  WORSHIP 
 

Very Special Christmas Eve Service 
 

Mt. Morris Lutheran Church will repeat on Christmas Eve this 
year the very successful order of service used last year.  It will 
be the famous ÒNine Lessons and CarolsÓ from the Anglican 
branch of the Faith.  Leaders in our community will read nine 
lessons from Scripture pertaining to Christmas, each followed 
by a choir anthem or hymn.  More details in December but plan 
now to invite friends to this beautiful and moving service of 
worship. 

 
Christmas and New Year’s Worship Services 

 
CHRISTMAS EVE 
West Holden Lutheran Church 5:00 pm 
Something different.  Characters who were there will tell the 
Nativity story.  The holy Eucharist will be celebrated.   
 
Mt. Morris Lutheran Church 7:30 pm 
Something special: ÒNine Lessons and Carols.Ó  With the 
leadership of the choir, we will use this beloved form of 
meditation on the Nativity and worship of Him who was born.  
The holy Eucharist will be celebrated.   
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CHRISTMAS DAY 
This is a Sunday, the Lord’s Day,” when Christians ought to 
worship.  The church councils agreed to this schedule. 
West Holden Lutheran Church no service 
Please worship at Mt. Morris this morning. 
 

Mt. Morris Lutheran Church 10:30 am 
The holy Eucharist will be celebrated.   
 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
 

Mt. Morris Lutheran Church 4:30 pm 
ÒO God, our help in ages past our hope for years to come.Ó  On 
the threshold of a new year, we thank God for his perfect 
faithfulness and goodness in 2011, confess our sins, and pray 
for another year of grace in 2012.  The holy Eucharist will be 
celebrated.   
 

NEW YEAR’S DAY – The Name of JESUS (Day of His Circumcision) 
This is a Sunday, the Lord’s Day,” when Christians ought to 
worship.  The church councils agreed to this schedule. 
Mt. Morris Lutheran Church no service 
Please worship at West Holden this morning. 
 

West Holden Lutheran Church 10:30 am 
The holy Eucharist will be celebrated.   
 

 
 

 
NOTE:  Among other things, on January 1st our churches swap 
worship times through April.  Please refer above for January 
1st.  On January 8th worship at Mt. Morris will begin at 8:30 
AM and worship at West Holden will begin at 10:30 AM 
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January 8th will be our great RE-RALLY DAY learning and 
celebrating the coming of the Wise Men. 
 

 

 
Weather Cancellation – Not! 

 
Holden Lutheran ParishÕs policy is always to hold scheduled 
worship services and to implore its people to not venture out if 
it is unsafe for them. 
 

What this means:  
• Pastor will almost certainly be there. 
• The custodian will have the church open and warm. 
• Use good judgment.  If you question whether you can 

get to worship and back home safely, then stay home. 
• We may have to worship without piano if it is too 

dangerous for the musician to travel. 
• The Sunday school superintendent will decide whether 

or not to cancel Sunday school.  If at least one teacher 
can make it, classes may take place but be combined. 

• Even without pastor or musician, the sisters and 
brothers present will find a Spirit-led way to worship. 
ÒWhere two or three are gathered in My name, there 
am I in the midst of them.Ó   
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Section Three: 

  
Mt. Morris Holden Lutheran Church 

October 2, 2011 - Informational Congregational Meeting 
Minutes 

 

Date:  October 2, 2011 
 

Call to Order: Council President Laurie Jarvis called the 
meeting to order at 11:40 am 
 

There were 34 attendees 
 

Purpose:  To present information on what repairs need to be 
done to protect both our church and the parsonage. 
 

To answer questions from the congregation and get 
suggestions from them as well. 

 

1) Do we know what insurance is going to pay?  As of this 
date, no we do not. 

 

2) Where is the money going to come from?   
We need someone to step up when the decision is made 
and raise the funds.  There is nothing left in the window 
fund to start with.   

 

Members can designate their Thrivent Funds to the Mt. 
Morris fund. 

 

The Building Improvement Committee could do fund 
raisers and it would be the responsibility of the 
Committee to check into the feasibility of a loan 
(perhaps one large enough to do both buildings). 
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Next Sunday, October 9, 2011 following worship, there will 
be a Special Congregational Meeting to vote on the repairs. 
 
Motion made and seconded to adjourn the October 2, 2011 
informational Congregational meeting.  Motion carried.  
Meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Judith A. Foster, Secretary 

Mt. Morris Holden Lutheran Church Council 
 

 
Mt. Morris Holden Lutheran Church Council 

October, 2011 Council Meeting Minutes (Preliminary) 
 

Date:  October 4, 2011 
 
Call to Order:  President Laurie Jarvis called the meeting to 
order at 6:05 pm. 
 

Present:  Pastor, Laurie Jarvis, Judy Foster, Garlon Peterson, 
Craig Starkweather, Pat Hassmann and Val Jarvis 
Absent:  Curtis Nelson, Dede Bastar 

 
Pastor led the opening prayer and devotion 

 
Reports:  
 

Building & Grounds:  The new water heater has been 
installed.  The elevator has been fixed (the problem was a 
wrong button was pushed stopping the elevator and the lift 
wouldnÕt start again.  After some discussion, council decided 
to have the ushers on duty to be in charge of the elevator 
operation).  Security system is being looked into.  We should 
have a siding replacement estimate soon.  Greg Foster will be 
checking into the insurance settlement. 
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WELCA:  October 2nd is the deadline for all the kits.  Our 
board meeting will be Thursday.  On October 17th care boxes 
will be filled. 

 
SecretaryÕs:  As presented  

 
PastorÕs:  As presented  

 
TreasurerÕs:  No report available 

 
Motion made and seconded to accept reports as presented.  
Motion carried. 

 
Old Business:  
 

Insurance Update:  Greg Foster to follow up with insurance 
company 

 
The consensus of opinion from the Congregation at the 
October 2nd Informational meeting was to fix the church roof 
first.  Motion was made and seconded to ask the congregation 
permission to allow the council to spend up to $45,000.00 on 
church roof repair.  Motion carried. 
 

LPL Financial:  No update 
 

Constitution Review:  Completed.  Motion made and 
seconded to approve the proposed changes to the constitution 
and bylaws.  Motion carried. 

 
New Business: Preparations for the Joint Council Meeting 
on October 18th were made.  Salaries are to be discussed. 
 

Next MM Council Meeting:  November 1, 2011 at 7:00 PM.  
**Please note time change** 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
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Adjournment:  Motion made and seconded to adjourn 
October, 2011 council meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned at 8:20pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Judith A. Foster, Secretary 

Mt. Morris Holden Church Council 
 

 
 

Mt. Morris Holden Lutheran Church 
October 9, 2011 - Special Congregational Meeting 

 

Date:  October 9, 2011 
 
Call to Order:  Council President Laurie Jarvis called the 
meeting to order at 11:50am 
 

There were 24 attendees 
 

Purpose: How to proceed with the needed repairs on the 
church and parsonage due to storm damage. 

 
Greg Foster explained where we are with the insurance. 

 
After the October 2, 2011 Informational Congregational 
meeting, the Council felt the congregation was very 
concerned that the church roof be done first.  Garlon Peterson 
to get 2-3 estimates so we can get the roof repairs going, 

 
Motion made by Mike Anderson, seconded by Dale 
Simonson for the Steering Committee to get information and 
bids to get the work done in the spring and to check into what 
the insurance will come up with.  The committee is to also 
get real bids for all projects and present said bids for work to 
be done next spring.  Motion carried. 
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Motion made by Mike Anderson, seconded by Deb Simonson 
that if there are any winter repairs to be done to protect the 
roof through the season, authorization be given (to the 
Council - friendly motion) to make repairs without 
jeopardizing standards with the insurance company.  Motion 
carried. 

 
Motion made by Mike Anderson, seconded by D. Simonson 
to adjourn the October 9, 2011 Special Congregational 
Meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 12:15pm. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Judith A. Foster, Secretary 

Mt. Morris Holden Lutheran Church Council 
 

 
 

Holden Lutheran Parish  
October 2011 - Joint Council Meeting Minutes 

 

Date:  October 18, 2011 
 

Call to Order:  Mt. Morris President, Laurie Jarvis, called the 
meeting to order at 7:00pm. 

Present:  Pastor, Dennis Thompson (President, WH), Laura 
Araiza (Secretary, WH), Terry Johannes (Treasurer, WH), 
Laurie Jarvis (President, MM), Judy Foster (Secretary, MM), 
Curtis Nelson (Treasurer, MM), Pat Hassmann (Financial 
Secretary, MM), Val Jarvis (WELCA, MM), Dede Bastar 
(MM), Craig Starkweather (MM), Garlon Peterson (MM) 
 

Pastor led us in first part of devotion and prayer. 
 

Reports: Motion was made, seconded and carried to accept 
minutes from last joint meeting as corrected. 
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Old Business: 
Meal in the Upper Room (MIUR) 

Presentations to be: 1) Palm Sunday, April 1, 2012 at West 
Holden with a Seder meal (no presentation); and 

2) Maundy Thursday, April 5, 2012 at 
Mt. Morris with worship and presentation. 

 
Joint Council Retreat – February 26, 2012 at 12:30 pm 

 
Parish Picnic – August 12, 2012 beginning at 10:00 am with 
worship on the Hill followed by family picnic fun. 

 
Sunday Worship Times – The worship service times will 
remain the same for 2012. 

 
Joint Council Meetings – February Retreat, June Joint Meeting 
and October Joint Meeting 

 
Bookkeeper – Must move ahead  

 
Congregational Input – Pastor and Pastor/Parish Committee 
met a month ago.  Pastor put some questions together and the 
Committee is to implement them. 

 
Other Old Business – no other old business 

 
New Business: 
Wages – Wages were discussed and agreed upon by both 
Councils for Pastor, Parish Assistant and Musicians 
 
Thanksgiving Fellowship – There will be a Thanksgiving Pie 
ÒSocialÓ on Thanksgiving Eve with pies donated by both 
congregations at WH following worship service. 
 
There was discussion on offering three services on Christmas. 
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Christmas Services Ð Christmas Eve worship at WH at 5:00 
pm; MM at 7:30pm.  Christmas Day worship is at 10:30 am at 
WH. 
 
Other New Business – None 
 
Adjournment:   There being no other business, motion was 
made, seconded and carried to adjourn the October 18, 2011 
Joint Council Meeting.  Meeting adjourned at 9:10pm. 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

Respectfully submitted, 
Judith A. Foster, Mt. Morris Holden Council Secretary  

 
 

 
Mt. Morris Holden Lutheran Church Council 

October 18, 2011 Council Meeting Minutes (Preliminary) 
 

Date:  October 18, 2011 following Joint Council Meeting 
 
Call to Order:  President Laurie Jarvis called the meeting to 
order at 9:30pm. 
 

Present:  Pastor, Laurie Jarvis, Judy Foster, Curtis Nelson, 
Garlon Peterson, Craig Starkweather, Dede Bastar, Pat 
Hassmann and Val Jarvis 

 
Motion made, seconded and carried to have Tom Kubasta 
begin proceedings again to LPL Financial to get our funds. 

 
Judy Foster to get the following to Myrna Schultz for 
insertion into October Newsletter:  December 4,  
2011 there will be a special Congregational meeting for the 
purpose of nominating council members, Constitution 
amendments approval and 2012 budget. 
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Ask Adam Jones to look at the insurance settlement for storm 
damage to church and the parsonage to make certain it is fair 
and to proceed with the steering committee. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
 
Adjournment:  Motion made and seconded to adjourn October 
18, 2011 council meeting.  Motion carried. 

Meeting adjourned at 9:50pm. 
Respectfully submitted, 

Judith A. Foster, Secretary 
Mt. Morris Holden Church Council 

 
 

 
Mt. Morris Holden Lutheran Church Council 

November 2011 - Council Meeting Minutes (Preliminary) 
 

Date:  November 1, 2011 
 

Call to Order:  President Laurie Jarvis called the meeting to 
order at 7:18pm. 
 

Present:  Pastor, Laurie Jarvis, Judy Foster, Curtis Nelson, 
Garlon Peterson, Craig Starkweather, Pat Hassmann and Val 
Jarvis 
Absent:  Dede Bastar 
 

Pastor led the opening prayer and devotion 
 

Reports: 
Building & Grounds:  Adam Jones will work as general 
contractor in taking charge of building repairs. 
The motion was made, seconded and carried to transfer the 
$13.00 remaining in the Window Fund to the Building and 
Repair Fund along with other monies that come in for the 
windows. 
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WELCA:  November 5th will be our next meeting.  Twenty 
boxes were packed and sent for Lutheran World Relief.  
There were an additional 82 boxes and bags going to Orphan 
Grain Train.   

 
Thanks to the ladies of WELCA for all their efforts and hard 
work. 

 
SecretaryÕs:  As presented  

 
PastorÕs:  As presented  

 
TreasurerÕs:  Beginning balance as of 9/1/11 was $12,993.93; 
income was $5,953.00; disbursements were $5,923.79; 
leaving an ending balance as of 9/30/11of $13,023.14.  
Beginning balance as of 10/1/11 was $13,023.14; income 
was $9,285.82; disbursements were $14,456.59 - leaving an 
ending balance as of 10/31/11 of $7,852.37. 

 
Jeremy Pietkauskis will be taking over the books next week. 

 
Motion made and seconded to accept reports as presented.  
Motion carried. 
 

Old Business:  
LPL Financial:  Judy Foster to send Curtis Nelson an email 
with the wording and permission for Mr. Tom Kubasta to 
begin proceedings with LPL for our monies that we donÕt 
seem to be able to get released after quite a number of years.  
After Curtis has the email, if there is a letter needed for Mr. 
Kubasta, Judy will do that. 

 
New Business:  

Proposed budget was worked on however; to finish an 
income sheet was needed. 
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Motion was made, seconded and carried to compensate 
Pastor Karen Jewell (visiting pastor for Pastor ToddÕs 25th 
Anniversary celebration service) $150.00. 

 

Schedule for December 4, 2011 Congregational Meeting will 
be: 

A)  Budget 
B) Nominations and voting 
C) Constitution approval 

 

The date for the Annual Meeting is January 29, 2012 at 9:30 
AM following Worship. 

 
Holiday service schedule to be as follows: 

CHRISTMAS EVE:  5:00pm West Holden 
       7:30pm Mt. Morris    
CHRISTMAS DAY:  10:30am West Holden   
NEW YEAR’S EVE: 4:30pm Mt. Morris 
NEW YEAR’S DAY  10:30am West Holden 

 

Motion was made, seconded and carried regarding the New 
YearÕs service times. 

 

Next MM Council Meeting:  December 6, 2011 at 7:00 pm.  
**Please Note Time Change** 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
 
Adjournment:  Motion made and seconded to adjourn 
November, 2011 council meeting.  Motion carried.  Meeting 
adjourned at 9:50pm. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Judith A. Foster, Secretary 

Mt. Morris Holden Church Council 
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Section Four:  EDUCATION 
 
 

 
 
 

SUNDAY SCHOOL will  not meet December 25 or January 1 
 
 

 
 

Book of Faith for December 
Jude, 2 Thessalonians, Isaiah 1-12, Psalms 

 

Jude is a very brief letter, only 25 verses.  Since it refers (v. 17) to 
“the apostles” as a group from the past, it was probably written late 
in the first century A.D., and so probably attributed to Jude as an 
honor, a common practice at the time, rather than actually written by 
him.  As the letter expresses urgency about the approaching end of 
time, it is appropriate for Advent. 
 

2 Thessalonians is also brief, three chapters.  Also with its attention 
to the end of the world, is appropriate reading for the beginning of 
Advent. 
 

Isaiah 1-12.  Isaiah’s book is the longest of the prophets, 72 
chapters.  The first twelve chapters contain many lessons in the 
Advent and Christmas liturgies.  They also set out Isaiah’s Law and 
Gospel preaching, including his vivid “Song of the Vineyard” and 
the prophet’s magnificent vision of the Lord in his temple, from 
which we get one of our liturgical songs. 
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December 4 assignment. Read by (12/11) Jude, 2 Thess, 
Isaiah 1-2 
December 11 assignment. Read by (12/18) Isaiah 3-7 
December 18 assignment. Read by (12/25) Isaiah 8-12 
December 25 assignment. Read by (1/1) Psalms 

Dec 26: 99 
Dec 27: 110 
Dec 28: 111 
Dec 29: 19  
Dec 30: 105  A historical psalm, praise the Lord for his 
mighty acts 
Dec 31: 100 

 
Book of Faith for 1st Week of January 

Psalms 
 

  January 1 assignment.  Read by (1/8) Psalms 
Jan 1:   8 Psalm for The Name of JESUS 
Jan 2: 104  An environmental psalm; the life-giving  
    wonders of  creation 
Jan 3: 106  A historical psalm, confessing Israel’s  

historical unfaithfulness 
Jan 4: 107  A historical psalm, the Lord’s grace to His 

scattered people. 
Jan 6: 72  Epiphany Psalm for Jesus, born King of the  
    Jews 

 

 
 

Section Five:  ORGANIZATIONS 
 

 
Holden Lutheran Parish Council Members  

West Holden 
Dennis Thompson Pres.   787-3941 
Laura Araiza Sec.   787-2435 
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Terry Johannes Treas.   787-0013 
Bonnie Patti Fin. Sec. 2010-12 622-4009 
Deacons    
Gary Thompson    622-5646 
Terry Johannes    787-0013 
WELCA Rep.    
Open    
Pastor Parish Committee    
Brenda Arellano   920-290-3012 
Julie Johannes   622-3313 
Allen Stea   787-4869 
 

Mt. Morris 
Laurie Jarvis Pres. 2008-10 920-291-5737 
Judy Foster Sec. 2010-12 787-4601 
Curtis Nelson Treas. 2009-11 787-7642 
Pat Hassmann Fin. Sec.   787-5484 
Deacons    
Garlon Peterson    787-2486 
Diedrich Bastar  2009-11 715-258-5297 
Craig Starkweather  2010-12 787-3803 
WELCA Rep.    
Val Jarvis   787-1399 
Pastor Parish Committee    
John Jarvis   787-4208 
Sally Lungwitz   566-4901 
Tara Gibbs   920-622-3551 
 
Contacting Pastor Todd 
Cell: 920-268-3097  Home: 920-830-0264 
tmurken@new.rr.com 
Holden Parish 
Website:   www.holdenlutheranparish.org 
E-mail:      holdenparish@centurytel.net 
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MT. MORRIS SHUT-IN BAGS 
ItÕs that time of year!  We need your help in providing goodies 
for 22 members. 
We want to make their Christmas brighter.  Suggested items 
could be fruit, juices, cocoa, candies, homemade cookies and 
other treats.  Packing the bags will be done on December 1, 
about 3pm, after Bible Study.  Please leave your goodies in the 
church kitchen. 

Thank you. 
Pat Hassmann 

 
 

 
MT. MORRIS QUILTERS 

NO QUILTING for December and January.   
Quilting will resume on Tuesday, February 7, 2012, from noon 
Ð 3:00 PM. 

Pat Hassmann 
 

 
 

Section Six:  UPCOMING CALENDAR EVENTS 
 

West Holden Congregational Conversation 
On December 4th, following worship, we will 
discuss these questions, first in small groups 
around tables and then a reporter for each 
group will tell the large group what their small 
group shared. 

 
 

HOLDEN HIGHLIGHTS – December 2011  Page 19 

Our recent past 
♦ Do you know everything you want to know about what 

happened last winter? 
♦ How do you feel about those breaks in our fellowship? 
♦ Is there anything that should be done about it for our 

well-being? 
 

Our present 
♦ What strengths has the Spirit given our church? 
♦ What are its difficulties? 
♦ How are you feeling about your church these days? 
♦ Some people did much and great work on the picnic 

and on the Book of Revelation Experience at WR 
Elementary.  In both cases far fewer people came than 
was expected.  Helping the council understand why will 
greatly assist future planning, so: Why? 

 

Our future 
♦ What does Jesus Christ want us to do now? 
♦ What do you think we should put our energy into? 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Community Christmas Project 
Once again there are two special trees in our narthex, the 
Christmas Giving Tree and the Mitten Tree.   
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The Christmas Giving Tree holds tags 
representing 60 children in need of gifts this 
Christmas.  Please consider taking a tag 
and buying a gift for a needy child.   
 
 
 

The Mitten Tree is a place where we collect warm hats, 
mittens, and scarves for the needy families 
in our community.  The hats, mittens, and 
scarves can be gently used or new.   
The need is great with the hard economic 
times hitting our small community.  Thank 
you again for your displays of Christian 

charity at this important time in our church year! 
 

 
 

A Perfect Gift for Little Lutherans	
  
Our church publishes a delightful magazine for children 6 
years and younger.  The Little Lutheran sends a child 10 issues 
a year filled with Bible art, Scripture stories, prayers, songs for 
childrenÕs faith, activities and much more.  
www.thelittlelutheran.org 
 

The congregation group rate (if we accumulate six orders) is 
$12.95 a year. 	
  To give this gift to a little Lutheran you love, 
grandchild, godchild, or child give the name and address and a 
check for $12.95 made out to Mt. Morris Lutheran.	
  	
  Please	
  
give	
  it	
  to the parish office by Dec. 12th.	
   (If less then six orders 
are received, your check will be returned.) 
 

A Great Gift for BIG Lutherans 
Our ELCA publishes a first-class monthly, The Lutheran.  
There are inspiring stories and devotional articles: religious 
news from around the world, stories about good things other 
ELCA churches are doing, and much more.  We are able to get 
the bulk rate of only $7.95 per subscription per year.   
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To receive it for yourself or give it as a gift to a shut-in or a child 
living away or a friend, give the name and address and a check for 
$7.95 made out to Mt. Morris Lutheran.  Please give it to the parish 
office by Dec. 12th.   
 
 

Holden Lutheran Parish 
3388 State Rd. 152 

Wautoma, WI 54982-7952 
 

 
 

Camperships as Gifts 
One of the very best gifts you can give to 
child, grandchild, godchild, niece, nephew or 
neighbor, is a campership.  That is, pay part 
of all of the cost of their attending one of our 
excellent church camps this summer.   
 
 

♦ Wonderful counselors (my son was one for two years) 
who are smart and care. 

♦ Hysterical worship (skits, songs with motion, great 
silliness: perfect for children and youth) 

♦ Bible studyÑ to learn the Word from people who care 
and can help them get the Word into their lives. 

♦ Good food! 
♦ Waterfront swimming and boating, crafts, nature study, 

lots of big games, bike trips, etc., etc. 
♦ Campfires! 

All  experienced on a beautiful Wisconsin lake. 
 

You can give a child this experience that they cannot get 
ANYWHERE else!! 
 

Children as young as four can come with their parents for a 
brief introduction to camp.  Seven year olds can stay for two 
nights.  Eight year olds can stay the whole week from Sunday 
afternoon to Friday lunch.  
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There are the basic youth camps with all these wonderful 
things.  There are also specialized camps for art, music, with 
grandparents and for high school students, high adventure. 
 

I hope you are thinking about this great gift to the children in 
your life.  But the camps themselves tell it better; go to their 
website: www.crosswayscamps.org.  Or ask Pastor for help or 
your questions. 
 

 
 

Section Seven:  CONGREGATIONAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Thanksgiving 
Ellen Olson (Bernadyne WestÕs sister-in-law)  

Healing  
 

Prayers for the Church Catholic 
For the persecuted Coptic Christians in Egypt 
For the Lutheran World Federation Ð Studying Human Sexuality 
For Holden Lutheran Parish Ð Election of officers in 2012 
 

Prayers for Healing 
John Anderson Stroke 
Hannelore Bauer Chemo-therapy 
Jim Bauer (Eugene and HanneloreÕs son) 
Neil Baxter Pain relief 
Rev. Paul Brinkman  
Jim Clark (Jean ClarkÕs father) Herniated disc 
George Edgren Surgery 
Irene Edgren Chemo therapy 
Rose Fink Carpal tunnel surgery 
Judy  Foster Kidney disease 
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Griselda Gonzales  
Bobbie Jean  Hadel (Rose Fink niece) 
Cindy Jarvis Recuperating from knee surgery 
Ray Jarvis  
Tom  (Laurie JarvisÕ nephew) Neck injury 
Carmen Kirschke Facing a heartbreaking personal crisis 
June Lapp Total knee replacement 
Mike Moak Injury in a fall 
Ellen Olson (Bernadyne WestÕs sister-in-law)  

recovering from brain surgery  
Carol Sawatka Back 
Myrna  Schultz Successful transplant 
Luke Simonson Back surgery 
Vickie Smith (Arnie BliesnerÕs daughter) Relief  

from CrohnÕs disease and pain 
Eleanor  (Dennis TestinÕs mother) 
Barb Verburgt (Judy SlovinskiÕs friend) Cancer 
Bernadyne West Hospitalized 
Rachel Zindars Broken hand 
Darrell  (Barb & Lee BrownlowÕs friend) Cancer 

surgery 
Gary  (Judy FosterÕs brother) 
Baby  (of Travis & Stephanie Rice) Prematurely 

born 
Father   (of Misty Wienandt) Cancer 
Step-Mother   (of Misty Wienandt) Hospitalized 
Gary  (Cal WilsonÕs cousin) Cancer 
Nancy  Aggressive chemo-therapy 

 

Prayers for Patience & Strength With Chronic Health Problems 
Arlene & Ray Jarvis  
Rachel Zindars CrohnÕs disease 
 

Prayers for Our Members and Friends in the Military 
Devin Barkalow USA 
Shane Bastar Iraq 
Josh Benbo USA 
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David Bredesen USA 
Chase Edgren USA 
Brian Elsch USA 
Tony Kosco USA 
Britny Stott USA 
Mario Tomlin USA 
Michael Walker Netherlands 
David Wilson USA 
Kelly Jo Wilson USA 
 

Prayers for Our Missionaries 
Brian & Kristen Konkol Ð South Africa 
Kelly Jarvis 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

December 2011 – BIRTHDAYS 
 Mt. Morris West Holden 
1 Patricia Paulsen  
  Britny Stott  
2 Misty Weinandt   
3 Paul Weiss   
4 Irene Edgren Shanna Krueger 
6 Julie Christensen   
7 Melissa Weasner Jacob Brownlow 
  Bernadyne West 
8 Kathy Anderson Allen Stea 
10  Kristine Mancl 
12   Kathy Norlin 
14 Jean Clark  
 Travis Erdmann  
15 Jennifer Carter  
 Dean Knollenberg  
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18 Eugene Fink  
 Viola Kjentvet  
19 Julie Hadel  
 Danielle Jarvis  
20 Pat Hassmann Carmen Kirschke 
 Craig Starkweather Katie Heuer 
21 John Steinbrecher  
22 Carson Armstrong  
 Johanna Rosby  
23 Sharon Hadel  
 Jane Koechell  
24 Maxine Schleicher  
25 Dale Koechell  
 Mary Stepanek  
26 Devon Wienandt  
28 Thomas Cismoski  
30  Paxton Butzin 
31 Robert Bray  

 

December 2011 - ANNIVERSARIES 
 Mike and Heather Anderson   December 19 
 Martin and Myrna Schultz   December 19 
 

 
 

Who May Vote as a Congregation 
Member? 
With congregational meetings coming 
up, a review of our rules, our 
constitution, is in order. 
 

Our constitution wisely defines 
ÒVoting membersÓ to ensure that those who have the franchise 
in our congregational decisions and self-governance are those 
people who are genuinely living parts of the congregation.  
There are four qualifications: 
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+ Must be a member of this congregation, and no other, 
by public intention. 

+ Must be confirmed (of course, baptized!).  
Confirmation is the public confession people make 
professing the Christian faith as their own and vowing 
to live as servants of Jesus Christ. 

+ Must have made a recorded contribution (normally, in 
an offering envelop so that it is credited) during the 
present or prior calendar year. 

+ Must have received the LordÕs Supper (and that fact 
recorded, normally by a communion registration card) 
in the present or prior calendar year. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MT. MORRIS OFFERING ENVELOPES 
Your 2012 offering envelopes will be on a table in the narthex 
(south entrance) for you to pick up.  Please use your offering 
envelopes.  It makes it much easier for the counters.  

Thank You. 
Pat Hassmann 

 
 

FREE COMPUTER 
Julie no longer needs her desktop.  Free for the asking.  Has 
Windows XP. 

Pastor 
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THANK YOU 
The fall package of goodies and food is wonderful!  Thank you 
so much!  It's just what a college kid during midterms 
needs!  Everything was delicious; some study buddies enjoyed 
it too!  God bless and God's peace!   

Anastasia Murken  
 

 
 

 
On Keeping Christmas (Twelve Days) 

 
Last year a friend wrote: 

ÒI hope you and your family had a good 
Christmas.   Just like that, however, it's now in the 
past.   I call it the highway effect.   As you stand on a 
long straight road (just off to the side, we don't want 
anyone hurt) watching a car come towards you it seems 
to take forever to get near.   Then, when it does get 
near, it all of a sudden shoots by and you're suddenly 
looking at the taillights thinking,  Ô"Wow, that was 
really fast!"Õ  

 
Too bad the celebration, a month long in the preparation, is so 
quickly over. 
 
But we have a choice!  The Church teaches us to celebrate 
Christmas for 12 daysÑ you know the song! Ñ from December 
25 through January 5.  (January 6 is the festival of Epiphany, 
the Magi visiting the Christ-child, and it begins the Epiphany 
season until Ash Wednesday.)   
 
How to extend the celebration?  Keep eating Christmas cookies 
for 12 days!  Keep the decorations up.  In the family, at least, 
keep saying Merry (or ÒBlessedÓ or ÒJoyousÓ) Christmas with 
a smile.  Re-read bits of the story (Matthew 2 and Luke 2) 
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before meals.  Sing your favorite carols a couple more times.   
 

And if you can do this, at least you can do it if any children or 
grandchildren are quite young; for if they are already expecting 
an orgy of gift opening, their resentment might be ruinous!  
Open only one gift on Christmas, and one each day following 
until they are all opened.  It is much more enjoyable than 
opening all at once.  The anticipation is stretched out further, 
and each gift is enjoyed and appreciated as it comes.  This 
makes Christmas actually about Christ Jesus and not about 
gifts (and anyone who doesnÕt think that is the most important 
thing should talk to me). 

Pastor 
 

 
 

Bible Quiz 
Some parts of the Christmas story, as commonly told, arenÕt 
actually recounted in Scripture. Which of the following details 
is recorded in the Bible?  
 

A. Mary rode a donkey to Bethlehem, and Joseph walked 
alongside her.  
B. Angels announced that a Savior, the Messiah (or Christ), 
had been born.  
C. There were three wise men.  
D. Shepherds and wise men (or Magi) worshiped Baby Jesus 
together.  
E. None of the above.  
 

Answer: B (See Matthew 1:18–2:12 and Luke 2:1-20, especially v. 11.)  
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Advent is both a beginning and an end, an alpha and an omega of the 
 churchÕs year of grace.  Too often considered merely a season of  
preparation for the annual commemoration of ChristÕs birth, this rich 
and many-layered season is actually designed to prepare the Christian  
for the glorious possibilities of the parousia (Second Coming).  It is a  
season of longing expectation Ð ÒCome, Lord JesusÓ (Revelation 22:20) 
Ñ William G. Storey 
 
 
 
What to give? 
To your enemy, forgiveness.  
To an opponent, tolerance.  
To a friend, your heart.  
To a customer, service.  
To all men, charity.  
To every child, a good example.  
To yourself, respect.  
Ñ Oren Arnold 
 
 
 

A little smile, a word of cheer,  
A bit of love from someone near,  
A little gift from one held dear,  
Best wishes for the coming year...  
These make a Merry Christmas!  
—John Greenleaf Whittier 
 
 
 

Christmas 
Because of His boundless love, Jesus became what we are   
that He might make us to be what He is. 
Ñ Irenaeus – Third century  

ÒLet us remember that the Christmas heart is a giving heart, a wide open heart that thinks of others first. The birth of the baby Jesus stands 
as the most significant event in all history because it has meant the pouring into a sick world of the healing medicine of love which has 
transformed all manner of hearts for almost 2,000 years É underneath all the bulging bundles is this beating Christmas heart.Ó  
Ñ George Matthew Adams 
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The Church Office is open Mon-Thurs from 9 AM- 2 PM. 
 

[NOTE: The Office will be closed Monday, December 26, 2011, and 
Monday, January 2, 2012.] 
 

 Articles to be included in the weekly Sunday bulletin should be submitted to 
the office by Wednesday noon.  This will provide adequate time to 
clarify/confirm the information and properly format and include them in the 
bulletin.  Thank you. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Holden Highlights Newsletter 
This is the monthly publication for members and friends of 
Holden Lutheran Parish. 
Questions, change of address, or articles may be submitted 
until the 15th of each month. 
Everyone is encouraged to turn in any articles prior to the 
deadline date. 
Articles not in by the 15th will not be included until the 
following month. 
Articles may be mailed to: Holden Lutheran Parish 
  N3388 State Road 152 
  Wautoma  WI  54982 
-OR-   e-mail to:   holdenparish@centurytel.net 
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